Pitfalls in the diagnosis of abdominal aortic aneurysm.
The lethal progression of expanding aneurysms may present as a confusing clinical picture. Four cases are reported in which the diagnosis was masked and treatment delayed by symptoms thought to be related mainly to inguinal hernias. It is concluded that there is a subset of patients with aneurysmal progression in whom symptoms are related mainly to the groin. Exhaustive diagnostic methods will detect this condition when the aneurysm is not palpable. The ability to recognize these unique symptoms and signs in elderly men presenting with enlarging inguinal hernias and neuropathy is essential. Biologic and biochemical relations between inguinal hernias and aneurysms may exist.